














¢ 
i] 
14 




















SS 


—_ -—— a — ao 


ee ee 





PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, BY HENRY BOWEN, CONGRESS-STREBT.,......PRICE $2,50 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








Bes a a a Oe = = ee a a 
VoL. fF. BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1820. NO. 3s. 
alee meine emer s Sa ares 5 waren eae aaa — — ——— ee 





CALVIN anyp SERVETUS. 

The following is an extract from Robins an’s Ee- 
clestustical Researches,” pp. 339—4A42. 
CONCLUDED. 

‘The doctor was arrested and imprisoned on 
Sunday the 13th of August. ‘Phat very day he 
was beought into Court, and, Sheri as the notice 
had been, La Fontaine was ready prepared, and 
accused him of the capital crime of heresy, in 
proof of which he produced a copy ot the doc- 
tor’s Ptolemy, a latin bible with his marginal 
potes, and a manascript, which had never been 
Calvin 


vin to know what he thought of tt. 


] 
i 
re ‘ 
\ al 

fore furnished La Fontaine with evidence, 


there 

such as it was, against the prisoner, and he ex- 
pressly affirms, ** La Fontaine demanded justice 
against bim by my advic . ‘they are his own 
words. On a future day, Calvin appeared tn | 


mated with him on the words per- 
insist und vet he knew if he suc- 
ime was ¢i pitad, aud be was deomed by the 
inw to die. On the 22d the dector presented a 
! . . . . 1 
sists of three first he petitions to be 
dicchareed from the criminal accusation of a 


article > 
! 
capital offence, because 


church had no notion of making a 


miltve 

crimimal precess of any docirme of scripture. or 
ios erring from oft Secondiv he 
to be diachat becunse he had not 
eravs to be discheet VE CUHUSE Ie hat no 
" ; } : } . j > . ad 
nmutted anv civil culonce, etther in their ter- 

: . } j » # "ne ‘ 
res or anv Wucre else: BECAUSE he had 


‘heen sedittous or turbulent: | 


wer 


mes 
questions betere the corrt ditiicult. and 
i 


onght to be left to learned men: and 
he had never spoke of them even in Germany 


because 


to any more than three, Oecolampadius, Bucer 
and Capito: he ought not to be punished, he 
said, for proposing questions to divines without 
any sedition. Lasiiy he hombly requests, as 
he was a foreigner. and wholly unacquainted 
with the laws and customs of the republic, that 
they wonld erant him counsel to speak for him. 
The petition was rejecied, and the reason given 
for refusing to allow him counsel implied a very 
coarse compliment on the gentlemen of the 
long robe. The attorney-general observed, 
that the the court ought not to grant the peti- 
tioner an advocate, because he himself was tho- 
roughly skilled in the art of telling lies. What 
chance bad this poor gentleman for his life ? 

In this deplorabie situation, far from his coun- 
iry; failen into the hands of cruel strangers, all 
under the to fluence of Calvin his avowed ene- 
mv, who re him a mortal hatred; stripped 
of all his property; confined in a damp prison, 
and neglecicd tit! he was almost eaten op with 
vermin, ¢ dan advocate, and loaded with 
every indigoiy that barbarity could invent ; in 
this situath me of the syndicks was moved 
with compassion for him, and advised him to 

etition that cause might be moved to the 
council of two | ondred. There was, just at this 
time, in Geneva. a dispute concerning jucishe- 
tion hetween the magistrates and the consistory. 
In the city there were about fitteen hundred 


srinted, and which six years ago he had sent to! 


onvicting the prisonor of heresy, the! 


petition to the syadicks and council, which con-! 


the aposties and the| 


ecanse the! 








| free burghers, who elected twenty-one council-) the state was obtained this year. and the aftair 


imen, and four syndicks, who constituted the 
council of twenty-five. Over these was anoth- 
er court of sixty, and over ail the great council 
of two hundred. Calvin introduced a consisto- 
ry and a rigid discipline. which exceedingly dis- 
pleased such as saw the terglansy of it. 
siderable part, therefore, » med to abolich the 
-consistory, or, if that could pot be, to establish 
an appeal from that to the civil magistracy.— 
Beza calls this a dangerous conspiracy, which 
tended to the destruction of the church, and, as 
-usoal, he represents all such as were concerned 


having the word of God preached with boldness 
aud eflicacy. 
people, they were all under Caivin zealous for 
| the consistory, and for its independence on the 
‘ungodly. Calvin nick-named the merciful syn- 
“ This theatrical Caesar,” says he, “ pretended 
‘for three days to be indispesed, and when in the 
end he came into court, if was, truly, to try to 
‘free the wretch from punishment. In order to 
| this, he had the face to move that the cognizance 


‘two hundred.” 


nert of the Lord’s 1 inevard, 





in itas unconverted men, who were not fond of 


of the cause should be referred to the council of 
Caivin had pretended, at his| ject of the republick of Geneva; he had com- 


A con-! 


of Servetus was played off by each party against 
the other. ‘Phe pretence of heresy was mere 
farce. Calvin did but half believe th Trinity 
himself, and he chose for a wife the widow of 
an Anabaptists at Strasburg, 

|, Otnitting agreat numberof mapeeuvresof ine 
justice and cruelty, the Jas€ #et of this tragedy 
was performed at Geneva on the 27th of Octo- 
ber, 1553. Calvin had drawn up the process 
against Servetus, and bad extracted a catalogue 
ot errors from his books, the syndicks and the 
; council had denounced sentence against him that 
he should be barnt alive: and on this day, with . 
,many brotal circumstances, the sentence was 


As for the godly, ministers and | executed to the encouragement of catholic cru- 


jelty, to the scandal of the pretended reforma- 
tion, to the offence of all just men, and to the 
everlasting disgrace of those ecclesiastical ty- 


} 
i 
j 
} 


‘dick, who tried to save Servetus by an appeal. rants, who were the chief instruments of such a 


wild and barbarous deed. Many have pretend: 
ed to apologize for Calvin: bat who is Jobn 
Calvin, and what are his nostrums, which end 
in tyranny and murder, that the great voice of 
nature should be drowned in the din of a vain 
babbling about him? Servetus was not a sub- 





first coming to Geneva, that he was calied there | mitted no offence against the laws of the state ; 

I . a. . ' . F , 
by aspecial providence. Farell had tapestenes: he was passing peaceably on the road which lay 
him in the most solemn manner with the curse; through the city; he was not a member of any 
of God. if he did not stay to assist hime in that) reformed church; he was a man of unimpeach- 
j | His historians say ! ed morality : he was then the admiration of num- 
ihe hada divine catl to settle at Geneva. He! bers of good judges, who afterward pleaded his 
was furnished, they sav, with the whole armour | cause; for from him proceeded partly, if not 
of Ged. and he preached the gospel with the} wholly, the unitarian baptist churches in most 
lioly Ghost sent down from heaven: and yet,! parts of Europe. Calvin’: hard heart never relent 


with all these advantages, he could do no good | ed at the recollection of this bloody action. On 


without an independent consistory. 


In thirty-\ the contrary he justified it by publishing after 


eieht the syndicks and the citizens banished the execution a book entitled * A faithful account 
him and Farell and another minister, for their! of the errors of Michael Servetus, with a short 
obstinate attachment to this engine of despotism. | confutation of them; in which it is proved that 
ln forty-one, when Calvin’s party had influence | heretics ought to be restrained with the sword.” 
enough to get them recalled, the first thing they; Sebastian Castellio or Laelius Secinus confuted 


did was to establish the consistory. 


ing years parties ran high, tomults were fre- doctrine of putting hereticks to death. 


In sueceed-! this book. 


Beza answered, and justified the 


The 


quent, the consistory excommunicated people, | popular clamour was so great against the judges, 
the parties aggriey ed appealed to the senate, |that Colladon, one of them, translated Beza’s 
and the senate granted letters of absolution,| hook into. French. and printed it to pacify the 


which the ministers would not admit. Calvina 


foreigner, a French reingee, had the courage 


to teach the natives of Geneva, in the name of 
Almighty God to resist their magistrates and his 
enardians. and to subvert the laws of the repub- 
lick. ‘No, there should be no appeal from 
the consistory to the senate. He wouid imitate 
S. Chrysusiom ; he would not repel torce by 
force, but he wonid suffer himself to be massa 
cred rather than make use of his hand to pre- 
sent the holy mysteries to such as were judged 
unworthy of them.” In fine he obtained a com- 
plete triumph over the senate, and established 
his inquisition. Bayle, acutely says, ‘Is there 
any governing of those, who from a pulpit can 
tell the people they will sooner suffer themselves 
to be killed than consent that the hoiy things 
The example of S, Chey- 


ishould be profaned ? 


sostom properly alleged isa fine way o! threat-| cit 
ening the gentlemen of the administration with | « doctrine of revelation, which is repugnant to reason, 


’ his triumph of the charch over and which baffles all its attempts to underetand it. 


| a sedition. 


people. Several endeavoured to sanctify the 
crime by scripture texts, and godly words; and 
many have attempted after these examples to 
do the same. ‘[lvay go so far, some of them, 
as fo attribate the destruction of Servetus to a 





DIVINE REVELATION, 


special providence of God. Is it possible for 
enthusiasts to sav more: and can the nicest cri- 
bck tell wherein this differs from the spirit aud 
‘he style of the papal inquisition 2” 








Doctrines of divine revelation plainly published, we 
are bound to receive with all readiness of uand, bow 
much soever they may transcend our compensation, as 
we cannot reasonably doubt that God, who dictated 
them, is incapable of dictating falsehood. But is it 


not equally true that we ought to admit no deetrine ag 
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138 
COs iMU VICA TIONS, 
To the Editor of the Universalis! Magazine 
Rev. Sirn,—I know not how your readers, in gene- 
ral have received the affecting lettercf ** Friza W-——" 
to her friend. published in the 50th No. of the Magazine 


but for myself, | cannot rest in nee with the feelings, 


which a sizht of it has produced. Had! never kuowr 
‘ , . the es ‘ ‘ S esa 2 
a2case Which oore some resemnd! ‘ t . which i 
. . “ a = “ 

is there eExhrbiteu, perhaps i couic not so wi ba liz 
, 4 , 2 ‘ 3 ’ - 

how a pale, em: ds rer i e eath ep- 


re t nings,. WV ate i t et st f thi ‘ Se ut ei- 
ing oriest finds it ip his heart t- f é Wi tt 

rf 
victim of a hopeless disease reciimes his fect ! € 
for the last time. on that t ere hc k shes 

+r any 

soon hie aj ss corpse: and sees t : 
‘ f wee pl S ifgiet = = the . a 
— tlie ? re 7 > <i i t t g ef ° a 4 
he will doubtless hare been ushered into @ wor! f spi- 
rits. no more to return; how hke an ange! he appre 
wiih what deep veneration do we behc!d him. unshak- 
en bv all those miorta! terrors, unweakened by this tor- 
tured hour of speechless grief, and calmiy resting his 


eternal al] on his Saviour’s love 


ene to which the soul of the beholder bows ¥ rever- 
ential homage, as though conscjous of the presence 


the Deity; and he, who would enter t sturb and 
perplex ; he, who would seize ou: this hour of dissolving 
nature, to confound 
heart with horror and 


manner of spirit he is of. 


or condemn, and pierce the dying 
awful despair, knows not what 
His conduct deserves and re- 
quires to be exposed to univerzal abho 
no precedent im scripture, and is utter 


‘a 
— 
. 
— 


agonizes my soul to think of Eliza in ments; 
to think of the complicated trials, it was 


er’s to €n- 
Was it not enough, that she was parti: 
€2 


dure. 
all she loved below, and approaching the dr 
of death, 
Scaihethicn in her hopes? No, 


this wes not enough: 


when ell the world was to her but a host of opposers. | 
ynedging and condemning her, 


with a zeal too 
to spere, thongh they saw the king of terrors was d toin r 
his last work, then must come Ler earthly shepherd, and 
former guide, to pour a via] of wrath 
complaining sufferer. She : 
she hopes to meet in heaven those who persecute her 
here; and yet his unyielding he: rage can 
** Eliza you wil] probably never = 
sun; and then your soul will “neg to sink to the re- 


gions of endless despzir, unless you renounce your cur- 


on the loving un- 
reviles him not: she says, 


reproacn her: 
I 


€ rising of another 
‘ —- we 2S -* ~ sa 


sed doctrine.*? Gracious heavens! was it his duty t 

give her gall and vinegar to drink, when she was about 
to give up the ghost? 
spirit of him who told the griliy woman of old. **] 


| £4 , ° 
Was he im 


condemn thee noi; go ar 


“Lignat< ’ ? hh sam ant o j treet il Se ¢} Seaes 
Eliza’s crime? ‘This was al!: she trusted in the livir 


. a — 
God as the Saviour of al! men. snccially ce that 
believe. This was sufficient cause for suffiring a)! that 
cruel reproa ch. I know not, Sir, how others may feel; 
but to see her, even now, stealing the icw fleeting mo- 


ments of her persecuted existe 


5 


ings, her joys, and her unwaycring Loy 
friend, me'!ts 
an example of genticncss and 
with the unfading glory of heaven, around her memory, 
while it so vividly displays the dark spirit of her op- 
posers. 

Will this christian doctor allow us the familiarity oi 
requesting him to show some kind of authority for his 
conduct. if he be, indeed, a disciple of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, he will not disdain to answer our request. 
For myself, | assure him, that however cruc] and hor- 
rid the conduct may have appeared to me, let him but 
point out one authority for it, one only, and | will be 
satisfied. If there be a single example of it, given in 
nil the scriptures, he can, and ought to let us know it; 


my heart. Sir, our departed sister has leit 


fortitude, which shines 





ng from | 
id abyss} 


with none on earth to console. to comfort, or: 


ued to in 


UNIVERSALIST 


re 


t will justify bim, and enlighten us. But, sir, | appeal | 


to all thet read the Bible; have we eny account that 


MAGAZINE 


ae 





bel —— 


-_—_— 


MAGAZINE. 


UNIVERSAL Is 














; 
Christ ever entered a dying chau,ber with the doctor s ; 
langnage on his tongue? No, we have not. An BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEBRI "ARY 12, 1520 
weuld it not have been enough, that this servant hac “—_ 
been like his master? Let him not think to be wit CORRESPONDENCE. : 
ve What is written. Had the stiles a t lo John Reed, Esq. 
general rule to intrude upon the sick and dying in thei }}p ar Broturrn,—According to my promise in the 
. with menzueces endiess wrath. we s ild not} last No. of the Universalist Magezme, [ now proceed 
foct r as we must now. |] would cl idly © thre pass: ces to whi hye u cailed my attention 
: ve ec ignorant; I would lulce the supposition | vour letter of Jeu buh 
‘ ‘ had always heeclesslv i +} t the serip-| the ssages to wi! Vou lude are the fo} ying: 
tures < rm us of Christ’s accr rg the sick or) Wark 29. * But he that il blaspl e against the 
stress with suct uning lancuege; and of | Wy ghost hath Nes viveness, but is in dancer of 
¢ ¢ S s les ¢o0 to ( the rnal ' 1 i? {. Sit. 2. ** But whosoery 
racti-ing in this wav: but, Sir, he is a pocTOR OF DI- cet gaiust t I ghost, it shall not be forgiy- 
y: be cannot be so icnorant With all prope: ri n. uweither in this world, neither mm the world to 
res t us ask the ctor ssien hisownr ns;}come.”’ Ju 27. “Even as Sodom ang Gomorrah, and 
a refection, he finds he has done wrong. t n Ww] cities about, in like manner giving themselves over ’ 
Cs 5 r ihe goo thers Tt is cert Tha} I -l¢ rnication, and going after strange flesh. are s t fort} 
ur to 2 Christian to conicss s mistakes. r h example, suficring the veng ' oteterr fire.”? 

ve thus, Sir, ¢ lared mv { lings and tho ts | Rex xiv. 11. ** And the emoke t r tor { fan 

this s et, plainly and « t resers l ctor | Jeti up for ever and ever.” Matt. xxv. 46. * These 

ARISH @ Coristiay of piain ce vt k if =] ng way into everisesiing punishment.” >? Thes 
this Communication wil fecomr t s notice. §. ** Who shall be punished h everlasting destruc- 

\ a sensible and humane public, its s ct < suf: ti n from the presence { | , and from the glors 
ficient to insure attention. f his power.” 
Lour’s in the Gospel of Trut! [L,**** In the first place you + } be careful, dear sir, to n 
—_--— ifice, that in tines ssnees, 1 words, eternal, wor 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. for ever and ever, everlasting, all come from one wot 
arer jin the Greek, which is Atoon. On this word, the fol- 

Mr. Enrron,—tThe undersigned at an early stage of | lowing is quoted from Packhurst’s Greek and English - 
his life, having considered religious experience of the | Lexicon: ** An age, period, or periodical dispensation 
greatest importance, saw the necessity of professing alof divine providence. In Matt. xxiv. 3, it evidently 
belief in the divinity of the gospel. The mind then be- | refers to the Jewish oze, ece uncer the Mosaig law, 2 
ing Cestitute of strer , the c ustant application of see Whitby, Doddridge and Macknight on that text. ¥ 
compound doctrine of wrath and love, it became so} But in Matt. xxviii. 20, it seesus pl inly to denote the 
completely stored therewith, that there was little room age under the Me “, tor Christ had just before de- 
for any thing else. But when solid refiection called | lared that all power 1 2 unto him, both in hea | 
forth the rexsons whieh support what is called divine | ren and in earlh. Com Acts il. S3—36 3 and for 
rengeance, 1 could hot arrange the witnesses in any | this use of A1oon, see Matt. xii. 31. 1Cor.x. 11. Hebe 
der to avoid a jargon. ‘This led me to inguire why | vi. 5. ix. 26.7? In itien to the authority of this 
these things were so, and according to former practices | critical Lexicogra her, you will permit me to observe 
on other occasions, made an inquiry of religious persons | that the passages which you have quoted are not assc¢ 
and asked an explanation. But to my surprise found | ciated with subjects which ne ecearily earry the mind 
myself assailed and admonished for favouring the prine-}into a future state of existenee. Tuke, fur instance, 
ciples ci heresy. Notwithstanding this, I have contin-|the passage in Matt. xxv, ** Thése shall go away inte 


tre, but have not been answered. 1 shall 


everlasting punisi Uictii. x wor you will abserve the 


questions whit h the @ Sclj kes usked Jesus, which are 





NOW pUsush my interrogations on a more extensive 
’ : - 4% ‘ec P wil © 6 7 
Cale, Hoping tiat some one will cast an eve of sympa- 
+t an ~ f 1; . : j ii as ey . 4} , 
hy on my fcelings aud relieve me by solving the fol- 
swing quest 
7 } ne r — ee: eo ems 
1. : Go da boing ol unimited power, goodness, and 
? net 7 nm 


| 2 Did he from the begi: g know the future desti- | to his disciples, proceeded to inform them of the @ 
}ny of every particle of creation? | fthe world, which was the destruction of Jerusilem? 
3. Is any power except God, self-existent, or was and the dispersi@n of the Jews. All this he confined to 
lany sclf-creates } the generation in which be hved, and to no later peri- 
4. Was God the Creator of all thines. and for what | od, dear sir, can you justly apply the judgment set forth 
nd vs they created ? lin the 25th chapter. It is very evident that our Sav- 
5. Are all subiect to the divine controul, and each|lour imtended to indicate the age or dispensation of 
ut fey ‘ j tection {f God? ig =} ej iile w hie { be jit vers would enjoy, and the age or 
6. Are his mercies us exte tensive as his power, and are dispensation of darkness aud condenmation with which 





ithey cistributed with eamality: 


| 7. Did 


Fe d the transer 
+1 } 


the buman family, 


? i 
' Adam spread among all 


ression of 
and render them ali the objects of 
divine displeasure ? 

8. Was the righteousness of Christ as extensive as 
the sin of Adam? 

9. Is religion good, and is it easily obtained ? 

10. And how is religion obtained ? 

These with many more questions have rested with | 
peculiar And as we look for ex- 
gift it is to expound the serip- 


veight on my mind. 
planation to those whose 


them public ; and in so doing a great favour would be 


acknowledged by A SEARCHER AFTER TRUTH 





ture, an earnest desire is expressed that some learned | 
. . 7 . . ! 
divine would solve the foregoing questious, and make | 


recorded inthe 3d verse of the 24th chapter. you will 
Hud they te d hisn concerning the ** end of the world 3” 


jand the werd which ts here rendered world. is renderec 


i 
| everlasting in the last verse of the 25th ch: 


pter, which 


is the passace under consideration. Jesus, in his geply 








the Jews would be chastised. 


le 


always, 


Again, if you please, 
“1.0, 

even unto the end of the he aaa TI 
WORLD is the same as in Mark iii. 2! 
jonly im the | 
| substantive . 


us look at Matt. xxviii. 20. Tam with 


o 


it 
you 
\ 

{ is word 
, rendered eternal, 
ust it is an adjective, but in the former a 


Now by making this word necessarily 


should 


- > » ? ° 
saying that Jesus promised to 


| mean what we commouly mean by eternity, we 
involve the absurdity of 


be wi hev. 





th his disciples to the 


|xiv. 11, this word is re peated ; 


end of cternity ! 


and rendered ** forever 
fund ever.”? Now by forcing this word to mean 


s nececs- 


. 


only mean by eternity, we make 


thun one! buf 


sarily, what we comuic 


out the el surdity of more eternitic 


is speaking of nothing but what takes 


’ * 


is evident, by tle words ** day nor 


— this pe ASsSag 
|place here in time 














oe oe 


wight.”? See the text; ‘And the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever; and they have 
no rest day nor night who worship the beast and _ his 
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.” 
By a careful examination, dear sir, you will see that 
this torment is at the same time that the worshippers 
of the beast worship him, and that the whole is during 


Yepyr 437 
Cady ctlitta 


night. fn order to continue this torment in a 
future state and to all eternity, we must continue this 
beast and his worship in a future state and to all eter- 
nity. But we read, chap. xiii. 5. ** And there was giv- 
en unto him a mouth speaking great things, and blas- 
phemies; und power was given unto him to continue 

irty and two months.’? You surely cannot believe 
that these forty and two months mean endless duration. 


If you will not be offended, 1 will meution two of 


these ‘* great things and blasphemies,”? which [ humbly 
believe are spoken by the mouth of the beast. One of 


them I really believe is the doctrine of particular elec- 
tion and reprobation, by which we have been taught 
that God from all eternity, elected some to everlasting 
life, and reprobated all the rest of human nature to eter- 
nal, or endless destruction. This is certainly a great 
thing, and if it be not blasphemy, | have no conception 


of the nature of blasphemy. 
the Creator of all things, and the Father of the spirits 


This doctrine represents 


of all flesh, as the most partial, unjust, and unmerciful 
Being in the universe. Dear sir, ] know that this lan- 
guage may seem harsh to you, and it may disturb your 
feelings, but after all [ contend it is the simple, honest 
truth, and declare in the fear and love of the ever bles- 
sed name, that I speak the truth and lie not. Give 
yourself as much time, dear sir, as is necessary to ex- 
amine this subject, and if you disagree with me, then 
do be so good as to tell me how a being could be more 
partial, more unjust, or more unmerciful, than our hea- 
venly Father is represented to be, by the Calvinistic 


Another of these great blasphemies is the doc- 


! 
been taug! 


creed, 


trine by which we have t to believe, that 


Adam, by fis transgression, involved his whole posteri- 


naliy of ** tie pains or heli forever ;”" mean- 


ind thie pe 
ing endless torments. This opinion is in direct opposi- 
tion to the divine testimony recorded Ezekiel xviii. 20, 
** The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father.°— 
And that the divine Being has decreed any of the human 
family to endless miery is denied by the inspired apos- 
tle of the gentiles, who says, that God, ** will have all 
men to be saved.”? But as 


‘but forty and two months, so the great things and the 


this beast was to continue 


Blasphemies spcken of by him will not always be be- 
lieved. 

Jude says, that Sodom and Gomorrah are * set fort! 
for an example, suffering the vengeznce of eternal fire.” 
We should do well to inguire what he means by being 
“set forth.” St. Paul says, Rom. iii. 25. ** Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood.” * For | think that God 
hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed 


Again, 1 Cor. iv. 9. 


+ 


to death: for we ore made a spectacle unto the world, 


and to angels, and to men.” In these instances, it Is 
clear that the 


being **set forth ;” 


apostle meant an open munilcstation by 
and this is the natural import of 
these words. But is the state of endless torment whict 
you suppose the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorra! 
are In, openly manifested as an example? lave any 
of all those, who have said so much about the dreadful 
state of those people in the future world, ever seen and 
been eye witnesses of what they have said? No sir, | 
this most horrible sight has never yet been seen by any 
living, nor declared by any one who knew any thing 
about it. The overthrow of Sodom, &e. by hire frou 
heaven, was an event of notoriety, and in that sense 
they were “set fort for an example,” suffering tl. 
vengeance of that fire which, perhaps burned tora lon 
time in the flammable substance that was in those lands 
That the punish we niotthesm of Sodom is notin anoth 
er state and to all eternity, you may learn by Lam. iv. 


6. ** For the punishment of tue miquity of the daughter o: 
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Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment, and no 
hand stayed upon her.’ If you carefully examine all 


the punishments of which the prophet speaks concern- 


yet he definitely Ceclares that there punishment was 
greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom. But 
if the sin of Sodom is to be punished to an endless du- 
ration in flames of fire, will you undertake to show how 
the Israelites can receive a greater punishment ? 

As I would not make this communication unnecessa- 
rily lengthy, 1 will only add, that the passage in the 
3d of Mark, and that in 2 Thess. have no reference to 
a future state of man’s existence ; but regard what cer- 


iain characters suffev in this #s ceable state where sin 


exists, bat have ao allnsion fo a Mate whiellis tree from 
sill. 

I have not deemed it necessary to be very particular 
on the subjects of these remarks, because | am satisfied 
that you have a strength of mind to obtain my general 
views without minute argument. However, if ] am not 
understood, or if you see cause to disprove any of these 
observations, | shall be nuich pleased to hear from you 
in this way, and will endeavour to treat you and the 
subjects of inquiry with all possible candour and good 
feelings. I think | ought to insist on some return from 
vou, that | may know what you think of those hints 
which [ have given in return for your favour. 

Your’s in the bonds of christian Tove, 


HiIOSEA BALLOU. 





“SIN UNTO DEATH.” 

We have received a request for an explanation of 1 
John v. 16. ** There is a sin unto death; | do not say 
that he shall pray for it.” In the same verse, befor 
these words, the author says: ** If any man see his bro- 
ther sin a sin which is not unto death, be shall ask, and 
he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.” 
As tiie 
death, and of sin which is unto death ; and as he directs 


apostle here speaks of sin which is not unto 


any man who sees his brother sin a sin which #not un- 
to death, to pray for its forgiveness, but does not direct 
that we pray for the forgiveness of the sin that is unto 
deuth; the following is what we suppose is his probable 
meaning. If we see any of our brethren commit a fault 
which is not deemed a capital crime, we may consist- 
ently with the christian character, pray that he may be 
forgiven, and may let the matter pass without exposing 
lim, and without bringing him to punishment; but if 
the sin be a capital offence, and if it requires the life of 
ihe offender, the apostle would not direct that we should 
desire to have this man screcned from the hands of 
justice. 

This passage is much resorted to for the purpose of 
proving endless punishment, but without the least sha- 


iow of reason therefor, This same apostle says ; ** The 


biood of Jesus Christ his son, cleanseth you from al! 
sin.”? But the blood of Christ was never designed to 
save aman from the punisiiment of the crimes whici 


he may Commit againet the laws under which he lives. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 








The Fditor of the Philadelphia * Christian Messenger’ 
after inserting from No. 25 of the Magazine. our remarks 


jon the ** PROGRESS OF ‘TRuTR” in this vicinity, adds 


the following mteresting intelligence. 

** "| he doctrine of Universal Salvation has spread ra- 
pidly within a few years in the stete New York. by 
the minutes of the Association in June 1819, it appear: 
that there were eleven ministering brethren present, 
even (belonging to that association) absent, and two 
idded to their number at that time, by being received 
tito fellowship ; and there are about forty townships in 
whieh reguiar soctetics sre formed esst of the Cayuga 
] .ke. ccitan t 
of the western associstion, who meet 


these. there is the Genesce branch 


annually, and a. 


my people is greater than the punishment of the sin of | 


ing the house of Israel, you will find that he speaks of 
. . | 
none but such as were suffered in this mortal state ; and | 
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mong whom there are a number of regular societies, and 
several able preachers. We acknowledge, however, 
i after all, that, in comparison with those who have lim- 
ited views of divine grace, our number is still small.— 
But when we compare it with what it was but a few 
years ago, even within our own recollection, we have 
_cbundaut cause for joy and gratulation. 
Even the present state of things in this city are high- 
jly promising. Our meetings continue to be not only 
well attended, but there has been a respectable increase 
| to the church, while a general inquiry seems to be ex- 
icited. Last sabbath, (Jan. 23,) the Commissioners’ 
Hall, in the Northern Liberties, was crowded ; the stairs 
above and below filled, and many had to go away, not 
being able to get within hearing. The church also in 
Lombard Street has been uucommonly filled, especi- 
aly in the eyening, for several sundays beck. These 
things are not stated by way of boasting ; but they are 
truly grateful to our feelings, and are stated for the in- 
formation of our brethren in New-England, in return 
for the pleasing accounts received from that quarter.” 





To Correspondents. 
Letter No. 2 tg *+ Rev. Prof. Sruart,” is received, 


and shall have pecs in) our next. 

A manuscripttners! Sermon from the Rev. Richard 
Carrique ;—** Avista ;°—and “*R 1,” will be in- 
serted as soon as other engage aa ait of 

Errata, “ga 

In the last page of the last Magazine, in the Poetry 
on ** The Power of Darkness,” 4th verse Ist line, for 
‘clin’? read glen—and in the last verse 3d fine, the’ 
same error occurs, . ad 
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MARRIED, 4” 

In this town, Mr. Joel Whittimore, jun. to Miss Mar-” 
gatet Hersey. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Oliver Farnsworth to 
Miss Mary Jackeon. 

In Billerica, Mr. Zacheus Shed, jr. of this town, to 
Vise Naney ! onforth. 

In Halitax, Vt. on the 26th ultimo, the Rev. Hosra 
RaiLou, 2d. of Stafford, (Conn.) to Miss CLARISSA 
liarcn, of the former place. 
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DIED, 

In this town, the Hon. Jona. Smitn, a Member of 

the House of Representatives trom West Springfield.— 

Mrs. Sarah Mancevill, aged 61.—Ebenezer Rhoades, 

son of James W. Burditt, 13.—Miss Catharine G. Em- 

mons, daughter of Samuel Emmons.— Miss Mary Peck, . 
80. —A son of Jacob Stearns, Esq. 27 months. 
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JUST RECEIVED, , 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE—PRICE 12 1-2 CENTS. 

A SERMON, delivered at Portsmouth, N. Fl. 
on Curnism™as morning, Dec. 25, 1819, by Rev. Se- 
BASTIAN STREETER, pastor of the Universalist Church 
aud Society in that place.—Text, Luke ii. 14. 





f-~ THIS DAY PUBLISHED, 
SECOND EDITION, 

And For Sale at this Office —Price 12 1-2 cenis. 

4 SERMON, delivered at thé Second Univer- 
calist Meeting House in Boston, on First Sabbath Eve- 
niog of January, 1518—by Hosra PALLov, pastor.— 
reat, 2 Thes. i. 7, 8,2, * And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his might angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them thet know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
be oanished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sen e of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

‘The above is a Sermon which commenced a Contro- 
versy between the author and the Rev. ‘Timo, Merritt; 
we huve now re-published it for the accommodation of” 
those who have not bad an opportunity of purchasing it 
N.b. A few copies of the whole Controversy 
may be had at this Office. 

Also, for sale as abore, 
The Trial; Calyin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


~ 


and Common Sense.—Price J7 t-L.cents. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, | 


THE GRAVE OF A FRIEND. 
ITAIL sacred spot where hid from my fond view. 
Rests a Jov’d #RIEND, in death’s cold arms ; 


How fit this hour thy image to renew, 
And bring to mind thy early buried charms. 


What sorrows pierce my bosom, as I gaze 

On this green turf by which you are confin’d ; 
Was I debar’d an hope on high to rise, 

It would destroy the empire of my tind, 


Sure if thy spirit e’er does quit yon ficld, 
To visit short, its tenement of clay, 


On such a night as this, it sure must yield 
Its wonted visit movrafully to pay. 
How calm, how solemn too! is all around, 


No breath to move this weeping willow tree; 





That o’er thy grave does mournfully hang down 


Its bows, to weep thy lovly BABE and THEE! the had chosen from all ete rnity a certain portion of 


How still, how solemn too, are all things here, 
Shall this dread stillness, evermore remain? 
Will you the voice of Friendship Mever hear? 


Shall death his victim always firm retain? 

No, something im my breast docs whisper me, 
We yet shall meet in yon bright heav’n'y skies ; 
Methinks beyond yon stars, | plainly sce 
Those heav’nly mansions without hands arise ! 
Methinks yon stars that shine so brilliantly, 

Are set as guides to light the traveller on; 
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Was I but there, I surely then should see, 
The city of our God’s eternal throne. 


Bot O my soul, should we at last arise, 

After unnumber’d years of sound repose, 

To meet each other in yon spangled skies, 

To witness one or both onr endless v oes. 

How would it tare that gentle heart of thine, 
If 1 am doom’d to leave yon beaut’ous sky, 
And you that sentence too would have to sign! 
Tho’ here one cord of love us fond did tie. 


How must our nature then be chang’d, to hear 
What here on earth would prove our misery, 
To see with joy, our dearest friends despair, 
And to rejoice in that eternally! 

Praised be our God, tho’ men ‘lo this decree, 
Except a few, to be the fate of all, 

That think not, act not like the pharisee. 

We see no sign of that, in yon bright ball; 
Nor in yon ether fields, where thousand lights, 
Yo lend their rays to cheer this lower ball; 
Do they look down from their exalted heights, 
To light some to their everlasting fall? 

Or does the equal beams of the bright sun, 
That now is sunk to cheer some other place ; 
Does he as in his course rejoicing run, 
Display aught but a Saviour’s equal grace? 
Ah no, there’s nought in nature’s onen book - 
The rain, the dew, the snow descends on all ; 

Or when untothe word of God we look, 

We read the Saviour di’d for great and small! 
This hope, does cheer my soul, tho’ sure I am 
Ere long to crumble here, by your lov’d side, 
Phat in yon heay’n’s we botb shal] join the Lamb, 
When he will own us for his chosen bride. 

Nor us alone, but all of Adam’s race, 

The Lamb shall own! his blood shall purify, 

For ere the end, they all shall find that grace. 
Phat love, that made the Saviour freely die. 

Go, Calvin, Hopkins, and Armenius too, 

You’d murder hope if possible in man! 

By works, decree, ye save a scanty few, 

The rest to everlasting wrath condemn. 


( P.———n, Feb. 1, 1820. 


| Tbring you good tidings of git 


| was about to reveal to the inhabitants of the earth, that 


i 
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Farewell, beloved friend, the evening dew, 

Falls chilly, and T must quit your sacred grave 5 
Fre long again my visit Pll renew, 

For sure thy virtues oft this tribute crave. 

D. M’L. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
Taw & 
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& And the angel said unto them, Fear not, for be! old 
at jou which shali be lo 


tall people RL. 


by 


rm . neinn wae ade a 
Pris all-important declaration was mac to mat 


a heavenly messenger, at the era when the Saviour ol 


$ ‘ . 1° . " . shai 
mankind was ushered into this world. Itis a plain, 


simple declaration, and its meaning hy the most ince- 


onne . j fe 
nious cavilling cannot be obscured nor turned from 


literal sense. ** Behald Pbring you ¢ sof creat 


od tiding 


. . Pa hi * > ‘ » 16 or Ive 
tyoy which shall be unto @i peopic. Hiere is } 


“ ‘ _o , vial .4 vale 
ed the impartial goodness of God so earnestly contend 
‘ 
, ‘ : ? _ 
ed for by the believers in this suiversal benevoience to 


7 , ? ° — L.. } 
man. He did not declare through his angel that he 


. . . . al v . le _ , 
, ihe to eve riasting happiness, and irrevocal ly decreed 


the remainder to everlasting misery. He did not de- 
isfy his vindictive justice, the innocent for the guilty. 
He did not declore that he had doomed the greater 


they existed. He did not declare, according to a very 
tenderness of feeling, of a late divine, perhaps to antici- 
pate the extent of his suppesed future rejoicings, that 
in every moment there were souls dropping into hell! 
No. no, he did not declare that. But on the contrary, 
declared this—Thot he had sent good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to Aut people—that he had sent the 
‘* prophet of the highest to go before the face of the 
Lord, to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salva- 
tion unto his people by the remisston of their sins, thro’ 
the tender mercy of our God, whereby the the day- 


that sit im darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace’—that be had sent a 
Saviour that would ‘* save his people from their sins,” 
and ** draw all men unto him,” and that ** all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.’? What else than this could 
be reasonably expected to flow from the fountain of in- 
finite wisdom and goodness? Where wauld be the ne- 
cessity, benevolence and merey, and what wise object 
obtained in revealing to men, that after they had toiled 


by the sweat of their brows through the labours, endur- 


cd the innumerable afflictions, and buffeted the storms 
incidental to this mortal existence, the majority or even 
a single one of them would at their death be immedi- 
ately hurled into regions of perpetual woe, where the 
acuteness of their torments would be ever enhanced by 
Witnessing the rejoicing, happiness and triumph of glo- 
rified saints! 
ing assured of all this? 


Where could be the “great joy”? im be- 
Would nota state of uncer- 
tainty and ignorance be preferable ? 
this, let every man appea! to his own understanding.— 
The mere supposition that that is true, is impiety, is 


For an answer to 


blasphemy ! 
nature is, where can be found the man so infatuated 


As imperfect and liable to err as human 


and barbarous, that swpposing he foreknew it would in- 
form a son that for the crimes of his father, he must by 
an irresistable fatality be suspended on an appointed 
day on the gallows till death put an end to his suffer- 
ings. No one, then, 1 will presume to say, believes a 
single man could be found on the whole surface of the 
globe, capable of committing an act so useless and cru- 
el, and yet to believe it would be no more inconsistent 
than to believe that God ** who is love”? would reveal 
to mankind that any or even one of them would be fi- 
nally miserable. From iufinite wisdom emenates no 
cause without producing its intended eflect—no design 





without itsscomplete and final accomplishment. What is 


spring from on high has visited us to give light to them! 


~asecs care 


clare thet he should punish with endless tortures to sat- | mortality ‘to light. 


modest and deliberate calculation, evincing so much! Op the other hand te point ont t 





| trated. 





} 
' 
{ 
' 
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the scheme of salvation, what did Christ come inte 


. ’ 
ihe works for! The catee. as hit hin seabaes lured to ** save 


cjnners—fle came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentan e°—ITt was bis will that all should be saved 
and come to thre kao ledge of Gi d. ana ys if possible 


that God's glorions | lan con be frustrated? Will not 


his will be geined ?) Ts there any one so we ak and stn 
pic os to believe that whatever it tinife wis om designs, 
infinite power cannot execute? What object would 
be obtained by eiving mun a Saviour. a reve lation of 
Givine truth nd a ss elem of teorai y, if ony Stiall 
number are to be saved, and this si Ta r elected 


to et 


was born? It is acknowledged by al 


rhad happy Ss ! Hs of ye rs be re the Saviour 
that no man 


nierafs eternal bappiness. ‘The weffable goodness ef 


God alone aires ithim. What more would we have, 


apd how much have we to be thankful for. Previous 


to the revelation of Jesus Christ, mankind were ina 


state of almost totel mntelHectual Carkness, cave what 


they learnt from the light of nature, and being in the 
slavery of doubt and fear respecting their future desti- 
nv, Got! so loved us, hot that 1 ’ ’ as to se nd 


his only begotten Son te di I this darkness and do ae 
way these donbts te ears, to ft cl us our duty to 
him and our fellow creatures, ond to brir g¢ hfe and ime- 


oO show us the 


happy consequences that surely succeed a course of 


conduct consistent with the known rules of reason, pi- 
‘ : AG: ceo lor cre ‘ : 
part of mankind to eternal woe, because their great! oty and morality. and how to obtain the ‘souls calm 
. ° _ ‘ r > ; . » | fs * : . 
progenitor Adam sinned some thousands of years before |sunshine, and the heart felt joy? thet ever dwells in 


every conscience void of eflence towards God and man. 
ous the painful and 
inevitable result of every aberration from the path of 


virtue and religion, to deeply impress on our minds the 


creat nece ssity of cuarding ourselves + cainst the numer- 


ous temptations by which we are constantly beset, and 
to inform us of the certein fixed puni-hments that will 
absolutely follow ¢ very vicious act knowingly perpe- 
Does God chastise his chileren sol ly for then 
past vicious conduct? Has he no other motive in view? 
Yes, he punishes them for their past crimes ond folly rm 
order to convince them of their errovs—tg make them 
, 


more circumspect in future, to make them more hap- 


i 


py, more good, more wise. His punis!ments ere bles- 


sings. He wounds but to heal. He loves the sinner, 


but abhors the crime. He draws by the silken cords of 
his love, the souls of his children into unison wath bis 
Supreme mind. In this his goodness is transcendantly 
conspicuous. In him, we perceive a bi 
merciful father, reconciling to himself his frail and dise 
And here will Lhold whilst the cur- 
rent of life continues to circulate throuch my heart, 
and my mind capable of thinking that there is a Ged 


above us, us revelation and all nature declere. of infinite 


obedient children. 


power, wisdom and goodness—that possessing these at- 
tributes he delights to save—that what he delights in 
he will unboundedly enjoy—that he cannot will nor 
create a single being for endless misery, nor Jet perish 
** Consider the 
lies how they grow, they toil not, they spin not, and 
yet I say unto you that Solomon in all his glory was net 


asingle spark of his divine essence. 


arrayed hke one of these. If then God so clothe the 
grass Which is to day in the field and tomorrow is cast into 
the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O ye of 
little fuith?”?) Where is the pen that can pe rfectly por- 
‘ray his ineffuble kindness in sending to us, his unde- 
serving children, such ** good tidings” as he hath sent. 
** He best can paint them who can feel them most.” 

Where is the heart so hardened, so cold, as beats not 
with the most fervent gratitude and love, to the great 
author of these incomparable blessings—ior his impar- 
tial goodness and fatherly affection, in giving us to 
know that it is his Almighty will that * all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.” ¢ 

‘Suniversal love smiles not around?” What recom- 
pense can be made for these inestinable favours? All 
that we can offer in return is 


Where can we go, wiiere 


obs dion: > laws——a 
grateful aud contrite heart, ana a virtuous fife. 


MURRAY. 
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